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Welcome! This symposium is made up of a mix of papers, contributions from network partners, workshops and a 
concert. It’s a packed schedule so timings will be enforced! Please also be mindful to let as many people as possible 
contribute when asking or answering questions.  

We have worked our timetabling on the following timings: 

Papers: 20 minutes 
Network Partner contributions: 10 minutes 
Questions: 20 minutes per panel (we know this isn’t the most amount of time but with a relatively small number of 
attendees and no concurrent sessions we hope discussions can be continued across panels.) 

Network Partner’s contributions will develop the Network’s ‘historical memory’. They will outline connections, 
disconnections, absences, latencies, silences, motifs and so on between papers: both at this symposium and from 
previous symposia.  

Chairs will be asked to ensure that people stick very tightly to timing so please make sure your contribution is 20 
minutes at most. They will give warnings at 5 minutes and 2 minutes; and ask you to wrap up if necessary.  

TUESDAY 19 JANUARY: (14.30-17.30) 
	

14.30-15.00  COFFEE etc. 
 

15.00-15.30  Welcome and Introductions  

   Nathaniel Coleman and David Bell – Imaginaries of the Future 

   Susan McManus – Queens University Belfast 

   Michael Kelly – Ralahine Centre for Utopian Studies 
 

15.30-17.15  SESSION 1: Critical Contemporary Creative Practices 

The Ralahine Centre for Utopian Studies, University of Limerick 

Chair: Diletta De Cristofaro  

* Mariano Paz (University of Limerick), ‘Dystopian Imagination and Generational Struggles 

in Adolfo Casares’ Diary of a Pig’s War’ 

* Dara Waldron (Limerick School of Art and Design), ‘The Utopian Promise: John Akomfrah’s 

Poetics of the Archive’ 

*Michael G. Kelly (University of Limerick), ‘Cognitive Maps in Contemporary French 

Writing’ 
 

17.15-17.30  Concluding Comments  

   David Bell – Imaginaries of the Future 

   Susan McManus – Queens University Belfast 

   Tom Moylan – Ralahine Centre for Utopian Studies 
 

17.30  Concert at Sonic Arts Research Centre: Paul Stapleton (Bonsai Sound Sculpture), 

Steve Davis (drum kit), Simon Waters (double bass), Adnan Marquez-Borbon (alto sax).  
 

Followed by dinner at Barking Dog, 33-35 Malone Road, BT9 6RU 
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WEDNESDAY 20 JANUARY: (09.30-17.15) 

9.30-11.00  SESSION 2: Futures in Political Theory  

   Chair: Pavla Vesela 

   * Janosch Prinz (QUB), ‘On Realism and the Political Imagination’ 

   * Noirin MacNamara (QUB), ‘Futurity and Matrixial Interconnectedness’ 

* Ibtisam Ahmed (University of Nottingham), ‘Section 377 and Prescriptive Utopias’ 

   * Dan Smith (/NETWORK PARTNER) 
 

11.00-11.20  COFFEE etc. 
 

11.20-12.30  SESSION 3: Affect, Agency, and Stuff 

   Chair: Ibtisam Ahmed 

   * Debbie Lisle (QUB), ‘The Collective Work of Joyful Failure’ 

   * Mike Bourne (QUB), ‘Stuff’ 

   * Susan McManus (/NETWORK PARTNER) 
 

12.30-14.00  LUNCH 
 

14.00-15.30  SESSION 4: Passions, Love, Poetry 

Chair: Debbie Lisle 

* Malcolm Miles (University of Plymouth), ‘Herbert Marcuse and the promesse du bonheur’ 

   * Pavla Vesela (Charles University in Prague), ‘Poetry in Utopian Prose’ 

* Samuel Cooper (University of Nottingham), ‘Spatial Poetics: Rupturing the “Utopian” 

Narrative of the Endless Present’ 

*Kenneth Hanshew (/NETWORK PARTNER) 
 

15.30-15.50  COFFEE etc. 
 

15.50-17.10   SESSION 5: Spaces/Places 

Chair: Noirin MacNamara 

* David M. Bell (Universities of Sheffield and Newcastle), ‘The Post-Socialist Republic of South 

Yorkshire’ 

* Matt Thomson (Oxford Brookes University), ‘A Revived Role for Utopianism in 21stC Town 

Planning’ 

* Nathaniel Coleman (Newcastle University), ‘Utopian Poetics: Political Space?’ 
 

17.10-17.30   Concluding Comments 

   Nathaniel Coleman – Imaginaries of the Future 

   Susan McManus – Queens University Belfast 

   Michael Kelly – Ralahine Centre for Utopian Studies 
 

17.30  Wine Reception sponsored by the School of Politics, International Studies and 

Philosophy, followed by dinner at Deanes at Queens, 1 College Gardens, BT9 6BQ 
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THURSDAY 21 JANUARY: (10.00-14.00)  
 

10.00-11.30  SESSION 6: WORKSHOP to be held in MCCLAY LIBRARY, AUDITORIUM 

* Adam Stock (York St John University) and Brian Greenspan (NETWORK PARTNER), ‘In the 

Mesh’ 
 

11.30-11.40  COFFEE etc. 

 

11.40-12.40  SESSION 7: Utopia and Apocalypse 

   Chair: David Bell 

*John Barry (QUB), ‘Green political Futures between Utopia and Apocalypse: Radical 

Hope beyond Economic Growth in a Climate-Changed World’ 

*Diletta de Cristofaro (University of Nottingham), ‘Post-Apocalyptic Imaginaries of the Future: 

Temporality, Agency, and Utopia’ 
 

12.40-13.00  Concluding reflections 

   Nathaniel Coleman and David Bell – Imaginaries of the Future 

   Susan McManus – Queens University Belfast 

   Michael Kelly and Tom Moylan – Ralahine Centre for Utopian Studies 
 

13.00-14.00   LUNCH and CLOSE 
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All sessions will take place in Room 01/005, 26 University Square (T on the map) with the exception of Session 6, 
which will be held at the McClay Library Auditorium (Building 11).  
 

The concert will be at the Sonic Arts Research Centre (Building 20).  
 

Tuesday’s evening meal will be at The Barking Dog, marked by the star. 
 

Wednesday’s evening meal will be at Deanes at Queen’s, marked by the knife and fork café symbol on College 
Gardens (beneath 38 and 23). 
 

The Malone Lodge Hotel is on Eglantine Avenue, which is off Malone Road. This junction is just south of The 
Barking Dog and so is also marked by the star. 
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IMAGINARIES OF THE FUTURE 
vol. 2: POLITICS & POETITCS 

Call for articles for a special issue of Open Library of the Humanities 

Articles are invited for consideration for the second of four volumes of the Imaginaries of the Future special 

collection, to be published by the Open Library of the Humanities (see below for more information). Taken 

together, this collection will constitute the primary published output of the Leverhulme Trust funded 

Imaginaries of the Future: Historicising the Present International Research Network. Published articles will largely be 

drawn from the six scheduled symposia of the network, which began in 2014 and will conclude in 2017. They 

will explore how we can conceptualise the future whilst moving beyond self- justifying visions that make it 

impossible to convincingly draw lines from the ‘is’ (the given of current conditions) to the ‘ought’ (how we want 

things to be), ensuring that utopian visions are grounded in concrete possibility.  

Volume 2 will include articles that engage with the theme of Politics and Poetics, as per this symposium’s theme 

(the original CfP is copied below for reference); and will be edited by Nathaniel Coleman and David M. Bell, 

the network’s Principal Investigator and Research Associate/Coordinator respectively. As such, we welcome 

articles based on/drawing from the papers and workshops presented at this symposium.  

Submissions should be approximately 8000 words in length, including references and bibliography. They 

should also include an abstract of around 250 words and a short author information statement of around 200 

words. Submisisons should be made online at https://submit.openlibhums.org/ in accordance with author 

guidelines, and with the entry clearly marked with IMAGINARIES OF THE FUTURE 02: POLITICS & 

POETICS. Submitted articles will undergo a double-blind peer review process, with authors notified of the 

outcome as soon as reports are received.  

The deadline for submission is Monday 13th June 2016  

The Open Library of the Humanities (OLH) is a charitable organization dedicated to publishing open 

access scholarship with no author-facing article processing charges. It is funded by an international consortium 

of libraries and seeks to make scholarly publishing fairer, more widely accessible and to ensure that it is 

rigorously preserved for the digital future. It has also received two substantial grants from the Andrew W. 

Mellon Foundation.  
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Politics & Poetics: Call for Papers  

What does it mean to think of politics as a poetics, and to do so through the prism of the expectant, the 
anticipatory, the Not-Yet, and the futural? The third symposium of the ‘Imaginaries of the Future’ 
International Research Network seeks to investigate the ways in which futures are both imagined and 
governed, projected, deferred and deterred, through different disciplinary formations, and to explore the 
effects of competing ways of conceiving futurity.  

The ‘hope project’ at the heart of utopianism pursues a future transformed through collective agency, and 
develops an anticipatory register in which visions of competing futures are mobilized to orient such collective 
political agency. Conversely, in what ways are creative practices of agency obstructed, and how are visions of 
‘the future’ deployed in reactive, prohibitory ways? How does the utopian anticipatory compare with other 
categories of futurity, such as precaution or pre-emption, risk or threat? How, then, can we theorize the 
ambivalence of the anticipatory, modes of capture and recuperation?  

Symposium participants may interrogate utopianism itself, exploring the poetics of utopian desire, affect, and 
agency vis-à-vis the politics of contestation, challenge, and transformation. We may also consider the 
specificity of politics and poetics, and the relations of connectivity between these approaches. Is politics 
necessarily reducible to calculative and instrumental modes of grasping the future? Is poetics more attuned to 
the epistemological and ontological uncertainty of the future, to what has not and might not happen? Or, is 
there apoliticstopoetics, and apoeticstopolitics? How can engagement withpoeticshelp map forms of 
relationality and connection, and what is the role of affect, emotion, memory in creating connections and 
preconditions for political agency? What might be the political valence of aesthetic and sensual categories of 
experience – touch, proximity, intimacy, harmony and dissonance? How might technological and cybernetic 
invention advance both human agential capacity, as well as contribute to a critique of the anthropocentrism of 
both politics and poetics? And can we think of ethics (say, the Levinasian encounter with the Other, or perhaps 
the Spinozist endeavour to enhance capacity, agency, connectivity, and joy) as a missing third term between 
poetics and politics?  

 


